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LATE RACHUY FAMILY'S GIVING GONTINUES! 
THE DECKER FAMILY AND THE JDCF ARE EXCITED TO ANNOUNCE 

THE OPENING DATE FOR THE NEW PUBLIC PARK IN STOCKTON! 
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A water wheel that is on the Decker Aquaso.d Acres property. 

STOCKTON, IL - The Stockton manage the property as a wildlife 
Township Park District is pleased area, often inviting their friends, 
to announce the opening of the family and neighbors to enjoy the 
Stockton area's newest public property on holidays and week
park, Decker AquaSod Acres, on ends. In 1985, the Deckers bought 
Friday July 28, 2017. This park an additional adjoining 29 acres 
comes to the Stockton communify from Eldon Logemann to expand 
as a generous gift from John and AquaSod Acres. Over the years of 
Judy Decker, who recently donated Rachuy and Decker ownership, 
the property to the Stockton Town- over 25,000 trees were planted, a 
ship Park District. pond was built, trails were added, 

John and Judy first rented the and a fully functioning waterwheel 
property, originally 80 acres, in was constructed. 
1975 from Judy's parents, Dr. Lyle After discussions with the Jo 
and Viola Rachuy, who had been Daviess Conservation Foundation 
managing the property as a wildlife (JDCF), a group devoted to pre
area and tree farm. In 1983, the serving wildlife habitat and native 
Deckers purchased the property American cultural sites for public 
fr~m the Rachuys and continued to use, the Deckers decided they 

wanted to share this incredible 
place with the community. In early 
2016, the Deckers donated the 
109-acre property to the Stockton 
Township Park District under the 
condition that the property would 
be operated and maintained as a 
public park and wildlife area. The 
Deckers are continuing to live in 
the house on the property and 
continue to help maintain the 
property in partnership with the 
Park District. ' 

"Betterment of the community, 
not just personal accomplishment, 
is a goal that all folks should strive 
for in a society. It seemed logical 
to us to gift this beautiful land, 
which Dr. Rachuy had originally 
named 'AquaSod' and which we 
had loved so much over the 
years, to the Stockton community 
as a place to be enjoyed by every
one in the Stockton area," said 
John Decker. "There's just some
thing about the woods, the water 
and the history of the place that 
makes you come alive and appre
ciate the wonderment of nature." 

In order to ensure the property 
will always be used. according to 
their wishes, in 2014 John and 
Judy chose to permanently protect 
the property for conservation pur
poses with a conservation ease
ment. This conservation easement 
is a permanent legal agreement 
that restricts activities and uses of 
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A pretty path along the side of the lake. 

the property that are inconsistent 
with the intended use of the prop
erty as a public park and wildlife 
area. Activities that the Deckers 
permanently prohibited by the con
servation easement agreement 
include hunting, off-road vehicle 
use, excessive development, tim
ber harvesting and livestock graz
ing. Agricultural activities are 
permitted and will continue such 
as row cropping and hay produc
tion. Federal law prevents these 
restrictions from being ever being 
changed. JDCF, which has been 
charged with enforcing the conser
vation easement, will be working 
with the Stockton Township Park 
District in the coming years to 

ensure that the park continues to 
serve its intended purpose. 

"This park is a beautiful jewel 
that I hope the community comes 
out and explores," said Susan 
Schamberger, Secretary of the 
Stockton Township Paris District. 

Decker AquaSod Acres is 
located at 5186 S. Schuller Road 
(at the intersection of S. Schuller 
Road and E. Morseville Road) 
Stockton Illinois. 

A grand opening will take place 
in the near future, after comple
tion of some amenities at the 
park. Watch for more details on 
this announcement of date and 
time! 
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